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0LVVLRQ�$LG�:RUNHU
Mission Aid Brazil (MAB) hired Chris Boersema in the spring 

RI������WR�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�PLVVLRQ�ÀHOG�LQ�%UD]LO���7KLV�GHFLVLRQ�ZDV�
PDGH�DIWHU�IUHTXHQW�GLVFXVVLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�PLVVLRQDULHV��5HY��
.��:LHVNH�DQG�5HY��-��9DQVSURQVHQ��ZKR�IHOW�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�
RYHUZKHOPHG�E\�WKH�ZRUNORDG�DQG�EDGO\�QHHGHG�VXSSRUW�DQG�
SUDFWLFDO�KHOS��0$%�DOVR�IHOW�WKDW�RXU�ZRUN�ZRXOG�EHQHÀW�JUHDWO\�
ZLWK�H\HV�DQG�HDUV�LQ�WKH�ORFDO�DUHDV�RI�%UD]LO�ZKHUH�ZH�DUH�
DFWLYH��RXU�JRDO�EHLQJ�WR�ZRUN�LQ�D�*RG�SOHDVLQJ�PDQQHU��DQG�
RI�EHQHÀW�WR�WKH�IHOORZVKLS�RI�EHOLHYHUV�LQ�%UD]LO��<HW��ZH�PXVW�
DOVR�ZRUN�LQ�D�VWHZDUGO\�PDQQHU��VLQFH�0$%�LV�QRW�IXQGHG�E\�
DVVHVVPHQW��EXW�ZKROO\�IXQGHG�E\�GRQDWLRQV�IURP�FKXUFKHV��
EXVLQHVVHV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV���,W�ZDV�IHOW�WKDW�D�0LVVLRQ�$LG�:RUNHU�
ZRXOG�KHOS�DFFRPSOLVK�DOO�WKRVH�JRDOV�

7KH�UDSLG�JURZWK�RI�WKH�5HIRUPHG�&KXUFK�LQ�%UD]LO�LV�D�
JUHDW�EOHVVLQJ��EXW�WKH�QHHG�IRU�JXLGDQFH��WHDFKLQJ��OHDGHUVKLS��
DQG�WUDLQLQJ�LV�YHU\�FUXFLDO�LQ�RUGHU�IRU�WKH�ÁHGJOLQJ�FKXUFKHV�WR�
PDWXUH��&KULV�%RHUVHPD�LV�WDNLQJ�RQ�WKH�UROH�RI�IDFLOLWDWRU��KHOSLQJ�
PDQ\�RI�WKHVH�WKLQJV�WR�FRPH�DERXW��+H�EULQJV�PXFK�H[SHULHQFH�
WR�WKH�UROH�KH�LV�SOD\LQJ��KDYLQJ�VHUYHG�DV�HOGHU�DQG�RQ�D�PLVVLRQ�
FRPPLWWHH�LQ�WKH�FKXUFK�WKH\�DWWHQGHG�LQ�3KLODGHOSKLD��+H�ZDV�
UDLVHG�LQ�%UD]LO��DQG�KLV�ZLIH�7KHFLD�ZDV�ERUQ�DQG�UDLVHG�WKHUH��VR�
WKH�FXOWXUDO�DQG�ODQJXDJH�KXUGOHV�KDYH�EHHQ�HDV\�WR�RYHUFRPH��
7KH�%RHUVHPDV�KDYH�WZR�\RXQJ�VRQV�0LJXHO�DQG�0DUWHQ��DQG�E\�
WKH�WLPH�\RX�UHDG�WKLV��WKH\�KRSH�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�EOHVVHG�ZLWK�WKH�
ELUWK�RI�D�KHDOWK\�WKLUG�FKLOG���

&KULV�%RHUVHPD
&KULV�KDV�ZULWWHQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�DUWLFOH��RXWOLQLQJ�WKHLU�ÀUVW�

LPSUHVVLRQV�RI�WKH�FKXUFKHV�DQG�WKH�ZRUN��PRVWO\�LQ�WKH�5HFLIH�
DUHD��EXW�DOVR�LQ�RWKHU�SDUWV�RI�%UD]LO���5HDG�DERXW�WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�
WKDW�WKH�QHZ�FKXUFKHV�IDFH��DQG�VHH�WKH�ZRUN�WKURXJK�WKH�H\HV�RI�
&KULV�DQG�7KHFLD��0D\�*RG�EOHVV�WKHLU�ZRUN�

“Let us praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Who according to his great mercy regenerated us to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, for an 
incorruptible, unspotted and unfading inheritance that has been 
kept in the heavens for you who are guarded by God’s power 
through faith for a salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last 
time.” �,�3HWHU�������

*UHHWLQJV�IURP�$OGpLD��3(��%UD]LO��7KLV�LV�&KULV�%RHUVHPD��
ZRUNLQJ�IRU�WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�RXU�6DYLRXU�-HVXV�&KULVW��WKURXJK�
0LVVLRQ�$LG�%UD]LO��,W�KDV�EHHQ�VHYHQ�PRQWKV�QRZ�VLQFH�ZH�
PRYHG�WR�%UD]LO�LQ�0D\�RI�WKLV�\HDU��$IWHU�D�IHZ�PRQWKV�RI�VHWWOLQJ�
LQ�DQG�ÀQGLQJ�D�KRXVH�WR�PDNH�KRPH��,�DP�JHWWLQJ�PRUH�DQG�
PRUH�LQWR�D�YDULHW\�RI�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�ZRUN�KHUH��'HVSLWH�KDYLQJ�
JURZQ�XS�RQ�WKLV�PLVVLRQ�ÀHOG��,�KDYH�RQO\�YLVLWHG�IRU�ZHHNV�DW�
D�WLPH�IRU�WKH�SDVW�VL[WHHQ�\HDUV��6R�QRZ�,�DP�JRLQJ�WKURXJK�D�
SHULRG�RI�OHDUQLQJ��JHWWLQJ�UHDFTXDLQWHG��DQG�UHDGLQJ�RI�WKH�JUHDW�
FKDQJHV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�KDSSHQLQJ�LQ�WKH�,JUHMDV�5HIRUPDGDV�GR�
%UDVLO��,5%��LQ�WKH�ODVW�VHYHUDO�\HDUV���

Mission Activities of the Canadian Reformed Churches

0LVVLRQ�$LG�%UD]LO�²�&ORYHUGDOH
0LVVLRQ�$LG�%UD]LO�LQWURGXHV�&KULV�%RHUVHPD�DQG�KLV�ZRUN

The IRB Synod

Chris with staff of Guido deBres School
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&KDQJHV
The work of Mission Aid has also changed a lot over the 

years. Since the beginning of this work in 1972, the focus of our 
efforts has often been shifting due to the changes in the needs of 
the people here and the development of the country itself. Brazil 
KDV�EHFRPH�D�SRZHUIXO�HPHUJLQJ�PDUNHW�LQ�WKH�JOREDO�ÀQDQFLDO�
world. This has also led to many more government programs and 
UHVRXUFHV�IRU�WKH�EHQHÀW�RI�HYHQ�WKH�SRRUHVW�LQ�VRFLHW\��6R�ZKDW�
is there for Mission Aid to do?

In 2000 the IRB was organized and established as its own 
federation. They have come a long way since then. Many new 
congregations have been established. Even entire local churches 
of other denominations have joined the federation. Deacons, 
elders, and pastors have been trained continuously and many 
PHQ�KDYH�EHHQ�RUGDLQHG��7KHUH�KDV�DOVR�EHHQ�VLJQLÀFDQW�JURZWK�
in numbers coming from other denominational backgrounds 
to the Reformed faith. This all means we have a fairly new 
federation of churches, newly ordained leaders, and many newly 
converted Christians. This is all truly very exciting, but few in 
the church here could be considered mature in their faith, and 
understanding of the many aspects of Christian life that you have 
become so used to after decades of maturing of the Canadian 
Reformed Churches. They are and should be asking many 
questions. What does my Christian faith look like in my daily life 
in the community and at work? What is Christian education? 
What is church order? What is church discipline? What does a 
deacon do? Why does the pastor not run the church? What is 
a Christian woman’s roll? What are the confessions? What are 
my God given gifts and how can I use them for Christ’s church? 
There are clearly many more questions. 

The missionaries of Surrey Maranatha Mission have for 
years been working with the churches here on these and many 
other similar topics. Mission Aid has generally focused on the 
deed aspect of the needs of the church and community. The 
greatest need right now, as we fully look to support the work of 
the Maranatha Mission is to help in various ways in educating, 
training, and supporting our brothers and sisters here as they 
work toward becoming a strong mature church of Jesus Christ. 

6R�WR�VSHDN�PRUH�VSHFLÀFDOO\�RI�KRZ�0LVVLRQ�$LG�%UD]LO�
is involved in the work and what we currently do here I will let 
another board member conclude. Please pray for the churches 
here as they mature and continue to grow spiritually and in 
numbers.” [end Chris Boersema]

3ULRULWLHV�
What is Mission Aid Brazil most active in now?  What are 

Chris’s most important priorities at this time?
�� +HOSLQJ�WKH�FKXUFK�PHPEHUV�WR�

realize the importance of, and 
embrace Christian education as 
a priority.  The words of Pastor 
Adriano of Recife state this so 
clearly: “The members of the 
FKXUFK�QHHG�WR�ÀUVW�NQRZ�WKHLU�GXW\�
in the education of their children. 
It all starts at home.” Pastor 
Adriano also mentioned making 
this the topic of consistory home 
visits for next year. Escola Biblica 
Crista in Sao Jose continues to 
run smoothly, and the members 

WKHUH�DUH�WDNLQJ�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�ÀQDQFLDO�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�RII�RI�
0$%���*XLGR�GH�%UHV�6FKRRO�LQ�5HFLIH�LV�VWUXJJOLQJ�WR�ÀQG�WKH�
strong basis they need in order to operate well. Please pray 
that the needed leadership will emerge and that this school 
can stabilize and grow.

�� 'HYHORSLQJ�DQG�DVVLVWLQJ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�&/,5(���&HQWUR�GH�
/LWHUDWXUD�5HIRUPDGD��D�N�D��WKH�5HIRUPHG�5HDGLQJ�5RRP���
Many lectures, seminars, and workshops are presented here, 
and it is an invaluable tool for increasing the presence of 
the Reformed Church in Recife and spreading of Reformed 
literature.

�� 6XSSRUWLQJ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�GHDFRQV�LQ�WKH�ORFDO�FKXUFKHV��
MAB does not want to take work away from the deacons, 
nor do their work in their place, but does give assistance 
where needed, not instead of them but through them. Chris is 
seeking to be actively involved, giving guidance to those who 
DUH�QHZ�WR�WKH�RIÀFH�RI�GHDFRQ��$�WUDLQLQJ�VHPLQDU�PD\�EH�
coming up in the near future.

�� +HOSLQJ�WKH�%UD]LOLDQ�IHGHUDWLRQ�RI�FKXUFKHV��WKH�,5%��WR�JURZ�
and mature. Chris attended the latest synod which just took 
place, there as an observer and always supportive.  

�� 0DLQWHQDQFH�DQG�IXUWKHU�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKH�$OGHLD�7UDLQLQJ�
&HQWHU��$7&��SURSHUW\��0DQ\�DFWLYLWLHV�RI�WKH�,5%�WDNH�SODFH�
on this property, for men, women, youth, children, and 
families. Chris is helping to steer that development, be it in 
new structures, or better use of the existing ones. At this 
time, theological training is taking place there, and several 
seminarians and their families are staying at the ATC while 
studying.

�� 7KH�*ROGHQ�<HDUV�3URMHFW��VWDUWHG�VRPH�\HDUV�DJR�E\�FKXUFK�
members in Maragogi, continues to bring care, socializing 
and the gospel to seniors. 

�� 5HDFKLQJ�RXW�WR�WKH�XQ�FKXUFKHG�DQG�RU�WKH�LOOLWHUDWH���
�� .HHSLQJ�WKH�KRPH�IURQW�DQG�WKH�VXSSRUWLQJ�FKXUFKHV�

informed. 
&KULV�KDV�D�)DFHERRN�SDJH��WZR�DFWXDOO\���RQH�LQ�(QJOLVK�DQG�
one in Portuguese which you might like to peruse to keep 
\RX�DEUHDVW�RI�KLV�DFWLYLWLHV���KWWS���ZZZ�IDFHERRN�FRP�JURX
SV���������������������������������

7KH�PLVVLRQDULHV��5HY��.HQ�:LHVNH�DQG�5HY��-XOLXV�
VanSpronsen, also are on Facebook. Check out their activities: 
KWWS���ZZZ�IDFHERRN�FRP�JURXSV�PDUDQDWKDPLVVLRQ�

/HW�PH�FORVH�WKLV�ZLWK�D�TXRWH�IURP�5HY��.HQ�:LHVNH��SRVWHG�
RQ�)DFHERRN��

“It is a great blessing to have 
Chris Boersema working alongside 
us missionaries. There are so many 
important things that we were doing 
poorly, or not doing at all, because of 
ZRUN�RYHUORDG��+DYLQJ�D�0LVVLRQ�$LG�
ZRUNHU�RQ�WKH�ÀHOG�LV�SURYLQJ�WR�EH�
a huge blessing and we’re thankful 
that the man God has sent is putting 
his heart and soul into the mission. 
Please keep him and his family in 
your prayers!”

Thecia Boersema and her mother Bete 
admiring Science Fair at Escola Biblica
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Middle East Reformed Fellowship—“Declaring the Whole Counsel of God” 
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New churches are planted 
as lives are changed. Just 
over the border from South 
Sudan in Lokichoggio, 
Kenya, the MERF Center 
has trained over  pas-
tors, evangelists, and elders 
since its opening in .
A new MERF Center in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 
is almost fi nished. It will 
house gospel radio work, 

MERF’s International 
Council met in November 
for praise and prayer—
a highlight of the year. 
Lebanese Pastor Samuel 
Kharrat’s opening devo-
tions stated that MERF 
is an agent of change—
changed lives. It brought to 
mind the moving Sunday 
evening service when sev-
eral Iranians were baptized 
before returning to Iran, 
declaring that they were 
willing to die for the Lord 
Jesus Christ.
We thank God for the cre-
ative, prayerful, and sacri-
fi cial service of MERF sup-
port volunteers in many 
countries, which enable 
gifts to go directly into 
ministry with very little 
administrative expense. 
% e following Field Reports 
tell of “changed lives”: 
In Sudan and South 
Sudan, MERF supports 
about  pastors and 
evangelists and carries out 
broadcasting, prison min-
istries, literature distribu-
tion, and biblical training. 

a medical clinic, one of 
the congregations of the 
Reformed Church of 
Ethiopia, and biblical train-
ing for many from various 
denominations. % e radio 
ministry serves Amharic, 
Oromo, and Somali speak-
ers. Special radio programs 
encourage the reforma-
tion movement growing 
in the Ethiopian Orthodox 
Church.
In Pakistan, MERF 
serves in partnership 
with Westminster Biblical 
Missions, helping the 
Bible-Believing Lahore 
Church Council, founded 
in slum areas. % e Lahore 
seminary trains men as 
church planters, and two 
medical clinics serve the 
needy in their neighbor-
hoods. Sermon and Bible 
study DVDs are aired 
on cable TV in Lahore, 

Faisalabad, Islamabad, and 
Gojra. About , fami-
lies tune in regularly to the 
messages. 
Over , attend Bible 
conferences every fall, 
and fi ve Calvin Academies 
serve a total of , stu-
dents. In each of  Adult 
Literacy Centers, from  
to  people are learning to 
read the Word of God. Girls 
in the Sewing Class Project 
receive a sewing machine 
to teach their mothers and 
sisters at home and to gen-
erate income.

Top to bottom: MERF’s headquarters John 
Calvin Center, Larnaca, Cyprus; Pastor Bruce 
Powell, Chairman of MERF England/Wales 
(left) with Pastor George Awad of Bethlehem

Rejoice in 
Changed Lives
Pastor Bruce Powell

“( erefore, if any-
one is in Christ , 
he is a new cre-

ation; old things 
have passed away; 
behold, all things 

have become new..”
— Corintihans :
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MERF–Canada
! ank you from the heart 
for your faithful support. 
Please make cheques pay-
able to MERF-Canada and 
send them to the address at 
the bottom of the page.

Yours in Christ’s service, 
Rev. J. DeGelder, chairman
Joanne VanDam, secretary

Aafke Spithoff , treasurer

youth to be more involved 
in service. 
Sadly, Iraq’s Baghdad con-
gregation had to close its 
medical clinic, but ser-
vices and activities con-
tinue there and in Kirkuk 
and Basra. In Iran, , 
Gospels were distributed in 
the past few months, lead-
ing to growing fellowship 
groups. Baraka Church in 
Bethlehem, Palestine cele-
brated its th anniversary, 
and three families joined 
last year; more workers are 
needed.

Christians still enjoy free-
dom in Lebanon; church-
es are planted and there 
are regular conversions. 
The Lebanon Reformed 
Fellowship focuses on gos-
pel broadcasting and coun-

In Indonesia, the Allama-
habah (“God is love”) 
Foundation serves on the 
islands of Java and Sulawesi. 
Gospel radio is broadcast 
in fi ve local languages, and 
projects are carried out in 
evangelism, biblical train-
ing, children’s ministry, and 
diaconal agricultural aid. 
The Makassar Training 
Center is newly built, and 
land was acquired to build 
a training center in Java 
as well. Offi  cially, the  
million Indonesians are  
percent Muslim and  per-
cent Christian, but some 
estimate that over  per-
cent profess Christ.
In the midst of insecurity 
and serious diffi  culties, the 
work of the Gospel contin-
ues to prosper. Conversions 
to Christ abound in Algeria
and Chad. In Eritrea, the 
tiny Reformed church is 
growing. In Aleppo, Syria, 
political events kept sum-
mer camps closed, but spe-
cial youth activities result-
ed in an increase in Sunday 
School attendance. In 
Egypt, churches are being 
planted in four new areas, 
and the recent unrest there 
has caused churches to 
be more united and more 
actively prayerful and the 

December 2011

! e International Council 
closed with a bold remind-
er from the general direc-
tor that Islam serves the 
Kingdom of God. God is 
sovereign, and all over the 
world He is changing lives 
and building His Church. 
To Him be all the glory and 
the praise! 
Top to bottom: Public profession of faith 
before baptism; Elder Poniman of Jakarta 
and Pastor Arimn of Makassar singing in 
Indonesian; Pastor David Wat manages MERF’s 
Loki compound and broadcasts to his Nuer 
people in South Sudan.

seling.
MERF’s Arabic Gospel 
Broadcasts are prepared 
in Beirut and Cairo with a 
special emphasis on appeal-
ing to Muslim young peo-
ple. ! ese daily half-hour 
radio programs extend to 
the whole of the Middle 
East and North Africa. ! e 
engaging, youth-centered 
Arabic website receives 
almost , visits per 
month, and workers follow 
up all enquirers.

! I t ti l C il
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